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Koizumi Kiyoshi was the third son of Lafcadio Hearn. He inherited
his father’s artistic sensibility, and lived a unique life as a Ppainter.
When he was 46 years old, he won the Yomiuri Award, and took his
place in the art world. From that time until his death at che age of
62, he painted in a distinctive style which showed signs of Fauvism
influence. It was marked by his use

Western pursuit,

or Eastern liberation?
A painter who lived

his life in anguish
between two identities

of vibrant colours and the bold ap-
proach of squeezing paint from tubes
directly onto the canvas. Kiyoshi se-
cretly struggled with the conflict be-
tween his Eastern and Western iden-
tities. However, there is a commonality in the lives of father and
son in their burning desire to dedicate their lives to creativity.

This exhibition traces the life of the painter through the display of
his works held in the museum’s collection, letters from Kiyoshi to

his family and friends, and his beloved painting equipment.
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Koizumi Kiyoshi was born on 20th
December 1899. He was the third

son of Lafcadio Hearn (Koizumi Yakumo), who died when

Koizumi Kiyoshi

Kiyoshi was four years old. Aizu Yaichi discovered his artistic
talent, and he enrolled in the Tokyo School of Fine Arts. He
left the school after three years and married Hari Shizu. For a
while, he made a living playing the violin, however he returned
to painting. He won the Yomiuri Award, and took his place in
the arc world at the age of 46. He created a unique Fauvism-
6 like style, with vibrant colours and thick brushstrokes. His
beloved wife died when he was 61 years old, and two months
later, in February 1962, he took his own life. He left a note

saying, “Maybe my blood is too complicated.” He was 62

years old.
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